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BULGARIAN LEXICOLOGY IN BALGARSKI EZIK 
 

Bulgarian lexicology was established much later than other branches of 
linguistics, such as grammar, etymology, historical linguistics, and comparative 
linguistics. It emerged as an independent discipline as late as the mid-20th 
century. In a little more than half a century it has gone a long way along a 
complicated, yet fruitful path. Contemporary lexicology has yielded a multitude 
of studies on the lexical system and its features, on the dynamics and the 
semantic and stylistic characteristics of the lexis. 

This issue of Balgarski ezik features studies by scholars from the De-
partment of Bulgarian Lexicology and Lexicography at the Institute for Bul-
garian Language which bring into focus current trends of research in this field. 

In Short Еssay on the Development of Bulgarian Lexicology Emilia Per-
nishka traces the development of lexicology in Bulgaria. The author outlines the 
work of the generations of scholars dedicated to this field throughout the years. 
This comprehensive study is the first work in Bulgarian linguistics to propose a 
critical overview of the contributions made to Bulgarian lexicology in the past 
half-century. 

Neology takes up a considerable share of contemporary lexicological stu-
dies. New linguistic phenomena open up an attractive field of research. Several 
papers in this issue of the Journal deal with topics in neology. Diana Blagoeva's 
study tackles the new exotic lexis in Bulgarian. The author addresses the inno-
vations in this microsystem. She analyses the exoticisms in view of their origin 
and predominant thematic domains and describes their characteristic features. 
Sia Kolkovska studies the language-internal factors for the emergence of new 
meanings, focusing on two of the factors for the development of semantic 
innovations – the creation of new meanings of lexemes belonging to the same 
word family and the development of new meanings of antonyms. Vanina 
Sumrova's paper discusses new feminine nouns in Bulgarian, particularly as 
portraying the contemporary woman, and proposes a detailed thematic classi-
fication. Nadezhda Kostova analyses verb neologisms along with the corres-
ponding noun neologisms. Her paper reveals the word-forming and semantic 
relationships among such verbs and nouns, taking into account their frequency. 

Tsvetelina Georgieva studies the rich system of kinship terms in Bulgarian 
with a view to its nature, organisation and structure. After clarifying and 
classifying the types of kinship, the author proposes a thematic classification of 
the kinship terms. 



Atanaska Atanasova's paper deals with antonym relations with derived 
prefixed verbs. The author presents the structural types of antonyms found with 
these verbs, outlines the role of prefixes and traces the systemic relationships 
among them. 

The new issue of Balgarski ezik sketches the research topics explored by the 
linguists from the Department of Bulgarian Lexicology and Lexicography and 
gives an idea of the development of Bulgarian lexicology and the main lines of 
study in this field. 
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